H2                CLARISSA HARLOWE
I do it till next week at soonest, that you may have time for amicable objections, if such you think fit to make through the Colonel's mediation. But let me observe to you, Sir, 'That an executor's power, in such instances as I have exercised it, is the same before the probate as after it. He can even, without taking that out, commence an action, although he cannot declare upon it: and these acts of administration make him liable to actions himself.* I am therefore very proper in the steps I have taken in part of the execution of this sacred trust; and want not allowance on the occasion.
Permit me to add, that when you have perused the will, and coolly considered every thing, it is my hope, that you will yourself be of opinion that there can be no room for dispute or opposition; and that if your family will join to expedite the execution, it will be the most natural and easy way of shutting up the whole affair, and to have done with a man so causelessly, as to his o<wn particular, the object of your dislike, as is, Sir,
Your very humble servant, (notwithstanding,)
JOHN BELFORD.
THE WILL
To which the following preamble, written on a separate paper, was stitched with black silk.
TO   MY   EXECUTOR
* I HOPE I may be excused for expatiating, in divers parts of this solemn last act, upon subjects of importance. For I have heard of so many instances of